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AVR shifts us from our current opt-in model to an opt-out one.  
Citizens who interact with the RMV and MassHealth are asked if they'd like to decline, 
and informed that if they don't, they'll be registered.  A second alert, with a second 
invitation to opt-out, follows by postcard. 11 states have passed AVR, most recently, RI, 
IL, and WA.   
  
The agencies have far more accurate voter contact data than the Central 
Registry, both because their documentation bar is far higher, and, because citizens lose 
crucial services if they don't update themselves. This contact data is skimmed off 
monthly, and securely transmitted to the Central Registry.   
 
So the voter rolls become FAR more accurate, registering all eligible 
voters and ONLY eligible voters.  AVR also raises the number of voters whose 
votes are actually counted by lowering the number of provisional ballots issues.  
Because the rolls are more accurate, wait time at the polls goes down. 
 
AVR safeguards our rolls from hacked, because the voter rolls are constantly 
checked against other databases.  
 
H. 2091 also joins MA to ERIC.  ERIC the Electronic Registration Information 
Center, is a highly accurate, double anonymized, double encrypted inter-state voter roll 
comparer.  It was designed by the non-partisan, non-profit foundation, Pew Charitable 
Trust, and has 24 state members, both blue and red.  ERIC checks the rolls against 
other states' rolls, with the Social Security death rolls, and the post office lists.  
 
AVR's implementation is funded. MA has $43M in HAVA money sitting in an 
account that can used for no other purpose than election modernization. 
 
Voters who move stay registered when they move within state, which helps 
military families, young working families, and seniors with mobility issues, stay 
registered. 
 
AVR saves money in the long run, too: one study put the cost of a new, 
electronic registration at 1/30th the cost of a paper one.  And state officials aren't faced 
with the mountain of paper registrations they must currently process, in the months 
before an election. 
 
AVR bill doesn't change who's eligible, what info the Central Registry collects, 
when people can vote, or how votes are countedI. Its sole function is to update the 
Central Registry more often, via a digital bridge, with contact data that's far more 
accurate.  


